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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

The proposed reply filed on 9/13/2004 has been entered. Claims 1 and 12-42 have been 
canceled. Claims 2-11 and 43-70 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The rejection of claims 1 and 5-12 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shiepe 
et al. (WO 00/39362) has been overcome by the applicant's amendment. 

The rejection of claims 1, 2 and 5-12 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Leonida et al. (US 5,324,565) has been overcome by the applicant's amendment. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 2-1 1 and 43-70 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
The instant claims are to an electrochemical cell comprising a first electrode, a second 
electrode, a membrane disposed between the first and second electrodes and a pressure pad 
disposed in electrical communication with the first electrode and being configured to support the 
first electrode, second electrode and the membrane. The pressure pad includes an electrically 
conductive member and a compression member disposed at the electrically conductive member. 
In claim 3, the electrically conductive member and the compression member are spirally 
arranged in the pressure pad. In claim 4, the electrically conductive member comprises a plate; 
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the plate includes a plurality of raised portions concentrically disposed thereon and receives 
compression members there between. The prior art does not teach an electrochemical cell, as 
claimed, with either the electrically conductive member and the compression member spirally 
arranged, or the electrically conductive member comprises a plate, the plate includes a plurality 
of raised portions concentrically disposed thereon and receive compression members there 
between. As the prior art does not teach a compression pad with these configurations, the claims 
are allowable over the prior art. 

The most pertinent prior art has been cited. Shiepe et al. (WO 00/39362) teaches an 
electrochemical cell comprising a first electrode, a second electrode, a membrane disposed 
between the first and second electrodes and a pressure pad disposed in electrical communication 
with the first electrode and being configured to support the first electrode, second electrode and 
the membrane. The pressure pad includes an electrically conductive member and a compression 
member disposed at the electrically conductive member. The porous pad is compressible. The 
same materials are noted in each invention. Shiepe et al. (WO 00/39362) does not teach an 
electrochemical cell, as claimed, with the electrically conductive member and the compression 
member spirally arranged, or wherein the electrically conductive member comprises a plate 
including a plurality of raised portions concentrically disposed thereon which receive 
compression members there between. 

Leonida et al. (US 5,324,565) teaches an electrochemical cell comprising a first 
electrode, a second electrode, a membrane disposed between the first and second electrodes and 
a pressure pad. The pressure pad disposed in electrical communication with the electrodes and is 
configured to support the first electrode, second electrode and the membrane. The pressure pad 
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includes an electrically conductive member and a compression member disposed at the 
electrically conductive member see claims 1-14, the figures; col. 3, lines 5-65; col. 4, line 5-end; 
col. 6, lines 40-end; col. 7, lines 1-60.) The porous pad is compressible. A second layer of 
copper, nickel or an alloy thereof is disposed adjacent to the material forming a pad. The same 
materials are noted in each invention. Leonida et al. (US 5,324,565) does not teach an 
electrochemical cell, as claimed, with the electrically conductive member and the compression 
member spirally arranged, or wherein the electrically conductive member comprises a plate 
including a plurality of raised portions concentrically disposed thereon which receive 
compression members there between. As the prior art does not teach an electrochemical cell 
comprising a first electrode, a second electrode, a membrane disposed between the first and 
second electrodes and a compression pad with the claimed configurations, the claims are allowed 
over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Examiner Correspondence 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Ruthkosky whose telephone number is 571-272-1291. The 
examiner can normally be reached on FLEX schedule (generally, Monday-Thursday from 9:00- 
6:30.) If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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supervisor, Patrick Ryan can be reached at 571-272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free.) 



Mark Ruthkosky 
Primary Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 1745 




